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				            With technology constantly changing and developing, it is no wonder that plenty of users these days prefer converting and using PDF/A as their standard file format. Developments are wonderful however, they can also turn digital documents obsolete. PDF/A allows users to protect their content from such dilemma and keep it accessible for the long term. If you’re curious about PDF/A and want to know why is it different from a regular PDF file, then read on…





PDF/A is a variation of the PDF format. It is a specialized PDF format that focuses on archiving and digital preservation or digital documents. Using such format ensures that fonts are embedded, sets color spaces, formatting, and layout are kept protected and allows embedded annotations. This will allow your document to be secure, readable and in the same format made, no matter the software used. Embedding these elements and data is its key. 


There are four different kinds fo PDF/A formats – PDF/A-1a, PDF/A-1b, PDF/A-2b and PDF/A-2u. While all four types provide long-term accessibility, PDF/A-1a has stricter compliance conditions. It will also be more difficult to convert an existing PDF into such a format. If provided, that you want to convert your PDF into PDF/A, it is recommended that you convert it into PDF/A-1b instead. It must also be taken note though that PDF/A-1b does not always guarantee legibility of text. PDF/A-2b provides an archival version that saves elements as to how it was saved. The last type, which is PDF/A-2u, allows document searchability. The letter “u” alone in the name stands for Unicode, which means that this archive will allow users to copy and search the document. 


 Converting to PDF/A using Adobe Acrobat


To convert an existing document to PDF/A, follow these simple steps: 


Step one: Open the document in Adobe Acrobat. 


Step two: Select tools from the menu and click PDF Standards from the options of tools. Take note that this tool requires a subscription to Adobe and will need you to pay a certain fee. 





Step three: Click Save As PDF/A then choose the location where you want to save your PDF/A file. 


Why is PDF/A important? 


Preservation of your document’s contents with formatting and layout is important these days as technology quickly develops over time. Saving in PDF/A format will save you from compatibility dilemmas and will allow you to view your file without problems in the future. 


What is the difference between PDF and PDF/A?



PDF/A is a subset of PDF but for the sole purpose of archiving information. The focus of PDF/A is to preserve the content of the file even after the file is stored after a long period of time. PDF/A has higher standards than regular PDF and this is to ensure that the file will be viewed no matter what changes occur in technology. 


How to create regular PDF files for free?


If you only need simple PDF documents and you don’t require archiving, then you can always head on to DeftPDF to create your own PDF and edit it anytime. Here’s how to create your own PDF online:


Step one: Go to DeftPDF.com and select “Start editing” on the front page





Step two: Click “Blank document” 





Step three: A blank PDF page will appear on your screen with the editing tools on the top of the browser. Click “text” if you need to add or edit existing text on your PDF. You can also add form fields, links, images, shapes, and more. Click “Apply Changes” if you’re done with the editor then download your new PDF file. 
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        ×

        
            
            Logga in på ditt konto

            
				Du har inget konto hos oss än.

            	
                
                
                

                
                    Du har inget konto?  
                    Glömt lösenord?
                

               
                Logga in
            

            
            Registrera dig med Google
            By logging in with Google you agree to the terms and privacy policy


            
        

    




    
        ×

        
            
            Skapa konto

            
            	Okänt fel

            	
                
                
                
                
				

                
                    Redan medlem? Logga in?  
                

                
				Anmäl dig
				            

            
            Registrera dig med Google
            By logging in with Google you agree to the terms and privacy policy

        

    



    


    


	
    

    
        
            
                
				
					
					
					
					
					
				

                
                	
                                                                        Blog
                                
	
                                                                        Bug & Feature Request
                                
	
                                                                        Pricing
                                


               	
	
		
	


                
                    Swedish
                    

                    
                                        
                    	English
	Français
	Deutsch
	Portugal
	简体中文
	Español
	Czech
	Italian
	日本語
	Russian
	Turkish
	繁體中文
	Danish
	Dutch
	Finnish
	Indonesian
	Korean
	Malay
	Norwegian
	Polish


                


            

        

        
        
        



        
            
                
                    Tillverkad i USA© deftPDF, bygga PDF-verktyg sedan 2013.
                

                


                                                                        
                            
                                                                        EULA Agreement
                                
                                                    
                            
                                                                        Privacy Policy
                                
                                                    
                            
                                                                        Terms of use
                                
                                                    
                            
                                                                        support@deftpdf.com
                                
                                                            

            

        

    

    

    
        
            
                Contact Form

                Email us at
                    support@deftpdf.com
                    or use the form below
                

                Thank you for your message.

                
                    
                        Message
                        
                    

                    
                        Email Address
                        
                        Optional. If you want us to reply, let us know your email.

                    

                    
                        Reporting a problem?
                    

                    
                        
                            
                            Allow us access to your last task and the files used.
                        
                        We'll use this troubleshooting info to help you faster.

                    

                    Send message
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

            

        

    




    
        
    
    
    
    
    
	
    
    
    
	
    
    
    
	

    
    
    
    
    
    
    	        
		
	
	
	
	
	
        				
				
        
            
    
    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    	
    	

    	
	
	
    	

    	

    	
	
    		
	
    		


    			

	
	
    		
    	
	        
    
    	
    
    
	

    
    
    
    

	


	
	
		

		
	










  



	    
		
		
		
	
    
    
        
    
    
